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A Message from the Superintendent

Chamber Singers Perform with "Ball in the House"
On April 2, the Chamber Singers, under the direction of Ms. Jenna 
Wratt en, performed with the nationally known a cappella group "Ball 
in the House." Senior Katie Schlosser created the arrangement of the 
piece that was performed.

Dear Clinton Central School District Resident:

I want to thank you for the many ways you have supported 
the children of the Clinton schools through your att endance 
at our many events in the arts and athletics, your continued 
fi nancial support through the Clinton Foundation and 
Dollars for Scholars, the donation of your time and 
expertise as guests and volunteers in our classrooms and 
every other way that you have helped our faculty, staff  
and students. Such support combined with the expertise 
of our outstanding faculty and administration has helped 
us realize yet another wonderful year for Clinton students, 
who continue to be recognized for excellence in all aspects 
of our program including the Arts, athletics, academics 
and co-curricular activities. The Clinton community’s 
educational tradition and culture of excellence continues 
to provide fertile soil upon which to nourish these young 
hearts and minds, and again, I thank you!

This is the time of year for the community’s thoughtful 
consideration of our spending plan for the 2016-2017 school 
year, and I am proud of the work we have accomplished 
together during the development of this budget upon which 
you will vote on May 17. Again, this year we relied heavily 
on a budget communications cycle which yielded responsive 
stakeholder feedback that assisted us in developing a plan 
that I believe is educationally responsible to our students 
and fi scally responsible to our community. We also engaged 
in an internal process that required us to analyze all areas of 
our expenditures in order to fi nd effi  ciencies, which allowed 
us to decrease costs and reclaim those funds to preserve our 
vital programs and improve in areas identifi ed as district-
level and building-level strategic priorities.

While we have struggled along with the economy in the 
recent past, this year we are benefi ting from a substantial 
increase in state aid due primarily to the complete 
elimination of the “Gap Elimination Adjustment,” which 
will allow us to address needs in a variety of areas. It was 
imperative that we received that boost because our tax levy 
limit (based on the tax levy limit law) results in a 0.57% 
decrease in the tax levy. Even with this decrease, we will 

be able to accomplish important goals with the remaining 
resources due to signifi cant savings in the area of employee 
health insurance, a decrease in the cost of retirement system 
benefi ts, the fi nancing of our capital project at bett er rates 
than expected and savings in the areas of utilities such as gas 
and electric among other things. With a budget to budget 
increase of 2.59% and strategic program and staffi  ng 
investment, we are excited about the balance of educational 
and fi scal responsibility represented in this budget.

I encourage you to read this budget newslett er and 
related articles in The Waterville Times newspaper to learn 
more. You can also visit the school district website at 
www.ccs.edu to fi nd access to additional resources that will 
help you make an informed decision on Tuesday, May 17. 

Thank you for your time and interest in learning about the 
school budget and our educational programs!

Sincerely,

Stephen L. Grimm, Ed.D.
Superintendent
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?????

Revenues … where the 

money will come from 

Revenues Actual
2015-2016

Budget
2016-2017

Local Property Tax $ 14,845,962 $ 14,762,056*
State Aid  $ 10,113,879 $ 10,861,787
Fund Balance  $ 550,000 $ 550,000
Other  $ 613,858 $ 626,961
Total Revenue $ 26,123,699 $ 26,800,804

and what it will be spent on ... 

Expenditures

Expenditure Actual
2015-2016

Budget
2016-2017

Instruction  $ 11,503,615  $ 12,305,376 
Benefi ts  $ 7,280,613   $ 7,135,105
Debt Service/Transfers  $ 3,158,919  $ 3,049,750 
Transportation  $ 833,588  $ 825,878 
Operations & Maintenance  $ 1,346,084  $ 1,486,642
Administration  $ 2,000,880  $ 1,998,053
Total Expenditure  $ 26,123,699  $ 26,800,804 

What happens if this budget proposal is defeated?
The Board of Education has three options under the law.

 • Submit the same budget to the voters for a second vote on the third Tuesday of June;
 • Revise and submit the budget for a second vote on the third Tuesday of June;
 • Reduce the budget by eliminating the purchase of equipment and any
  amounts tied to the community’s use of the school facilities, and declare a contingency budget without a   
  second vote.

If the Board of Education adopts a contingency budget, equipment expenditures of $182,600 will be removed and 
other items as required by New York State Education Department regulations.

* Represents a 0.57% decrease in taxes.
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Three-Part Budget Summary
New York State requires districts to present their proposed budgets in three categories: program, capital and administrative.  
The chart below shows the dollar amount and percentage of spending in each of those three categories in the 2015–2016 
budget and the proposed 2016–2017 budget.  An explanation of what is included in each of the categories is provided below.  

Program:
2015-16 ....................................................$18,450,408 ........ 70.63%
2016-17 ....................................................$19,054,471 ........ 71.09%

Capital:
2015-16 ......................................................$4,964,810 .......... 19.0%
2016-17 ......................................................$4,951,753 ........ 18.48%

Administrative:
2015-16 ......................................................$2,708,481 ........ 10.37%
2016-17 ......................................................$2,794,580 ........ 10.43%

Total:
2015-16 ....................................................$26,123,699 ...... 100.00%
2016-17 ....................................................$26,800,804 ...... 100.00%

Program includes:
 All instructional programs, transportation, athletics, co-curricular and associated employee benefi ts.

Capital includes:
 Operation of buildings, maintenance of buildings, refunded taxes, debt service, and associated employee benefi ts.

Administrative includes:
 Board of Education, central administration, fi nance, legal services, personnel, public information, central services, 

special items, supervision of instruction and associated employee benefi ts.

PROPOSITION 1
Resolved, that the Board of Education of the Clinton Central School District, Oneida County, New York, is hereby 
authorized to expend and there is hereby appropriated, the sum of $26,800,804 estimated by it to be necessary for 
school purposes for the fi scal year commencing July 1, 2016, and to raise so much thereof as may be necessary by tax 
on the taxable property in said School District.

PROPOSITION 2
Shall the Board of Education (the “Board of Education”) of the Clinton Central School District (the “District”) be authorized 
to purchase one (1) 66-passenger school bus and one (1) 72-passenger school bus at a total estimated cost of $235,000, 
including necessary furnishings, fi xtures and equipment and all other necessary costs incidental thereto, and to expend 
a total sum not to exceed $235,000, which is estimated to be the total maximum cost thereof, and levy a tax which is 
hereby voted for the foregoing in the amount of $235,000, which shall be levied and collected in annual installments in 
such years and in such amounts as may be determined by the Board of Education and in anticipation of the collection 
of such tax, bonds and notes of the District are hereby authorized to be issued at one time or from time to time in the 
principal amount not to exceed $235,000, and a tax is hereby voted to pay the interest on said obligations when due?  

PROPOSITION 3
Shall the Board of Education of the Clinton Central School District, (the “School District”) be authorized to establish 
a new Capital Reserve Fund, in accordance with the provisions of Section 3651 of the Education Law, to pay costs of 
the construction, reconstruction, repair and rehabilitation of School District facilities, and the acquisition of original 
furnishings, equipment, machinery and apparatus required for the purposes for which such improvements are to 
be used, in an ultimate amount of $5,000,000, having a probable term of ten (10) years, and be authorized to raise 
$5,000,000 to fund such reserve fund in the current or future years through various sources including, but not limited 
to, state aid reimbursement and cost saving measures resulting in unexpended funds or an unappropriated fund 
balance in such amounts as determined annually by the Board of Education?

Board of Education Candidates
Two candidates will be running for two vacant seats on the 
Board of Education.

Candidates include:

Mary Lou Lauchert, Incumbent
Erica Shaw, Incumbent

The community will have the opportunity to meet and 
question candidates on May 10 at 6:30 p.m. in the high school 
cafeteria. The Budget Hearing will follow.

Notice
Absentee Ballots are available in the Superintendent’s Offi  ce 
or by calling 315-557-2253.
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Clinton Central School District Budget NoticeClinton Central School District Budget Notice

Overall Budget Proposal

Budget Adopted 
for the 2015-2016 

School Year

Budget Proposed 
for the 2016-2017 

School Year

Contingency 
Budget for the 

2016-2017 
School Year*

Total budgeted amount, not including separate propositions $26,123,699 $26,800,804 $26,611,873
Increase / decrease for the 2016-2017 school year $677,105 $488,174
Percentage increase (decrease) in each proposed budget 2.59% 1.87%
Change in the Consumer Price Index 0.12%

A. Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount, 
Net of Reserve

$14,845,962 $14,762,056

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0
C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $0 $0
D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $0 $0
E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $14,845,962 $14,762,056 $14,762,056

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $725,587 $626,402
G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible 
Exclusions

$14,120,375 $14,135,654

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to 
Support Library Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions 
(E - B - F + D)

$14,120,375 $14,135,654

I. Diff erence: (G - H): (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter 
Approval – See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) **

$0 $0

Administrative component $2,708,481 $2,794,580 $2,778,249
Program component $18,450,408 $19,054,471 $19,013,871
Capital component $4,964,810 $4,951,753 $4,819,753

Basic STAR Exemption Savings

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1

Under the Budget Proposal for the 2016 - 2017 School Year
$698

If the Board of Education adopts a contingency budget, equipment expenditures of $182,600 will be removed and other items as 
required by New York State Education Department regulations.

The annual budget vote for the fi scal year 2016-2017 by the qualifi ed voters of the Clinton Central School District, Oneida County, New 
York, will be held at the Theater Lobby in said school district on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, between the hours of 12:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., 
prevailing time in the Middle School, at which time the polls will be open to vote by voting ballot or machine.

Description Amount

School Bus Purchase $235,000

Capital Reserve Fund $5,000,000

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total 
Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with educational or 
transportation services propositions are not eligible for exclusion 
and may aff ect voter approval requirements)

1 The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
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7.46% of budget

Board of Education
Central Administration
Business Administration
Auditing
Treasurer
Tax Collection
Fiscal Agent Fees
Legal Services
Personnel
Central Printing
Data Processing
Liability/Property Insurance
Refund Taxes
BOCES Administration
Curriculum Development
Supervision of Schools

SUBTOTAL

2015-2016 
Budget

 
23,519 

207,009
336,821
27,175
18,304
9,000

15,400
60,000
26,625

147,700
26,500

100,000
5,000

320,144
9,000

668,683

2,000,880

District Support
2016-2017 
Proposed

25,909 
213,320
347,104
27,825
18,823
9,000

15,400
60,000
21,589

147,700
26,500

110,000
5,000

322,631
9,000

638,252

1,998,053

45.91% of budget

Teaching/Regular School
Special Education
Library/Media
Computer Instruction
Guidance
Health Services
Psychological Services
Social Work Services
Co-Curricular Activities
Athletics

SUBTOTAL

2015-2016 
Budget

 
7,373,358
 2,152,126

163,468
520,308
271,871
157,599
89,033

194,538
217,584
363,730

11,503,615

Instruction
2016-2017 
Proposed

 7,834,951
 2,428,901

188,089
521,475
260,134
169,457
91,680

199,324
237,772
373,593

12,305,376

26.62% of budget

Health, Dental & Vision Insurance
Teachers’ Retirement
Employees’ Retirement
Social Security (FICA)
Workers Compensation
Life Insurance
Unemployment Insurance
Disability Insurance
Benefi ts Administration
Employee 403B Deferral

SUBTOTAL

2015-2016 
Budget

 
4,528,486
1,163,464

324,006
841,657
80,000
13,000
15,000
4,500

10,500
300,000

7,280,613

Benefi ts
2016-2017 
Proposed

4,537,475
1,068,908

285,717
877,960
70,000
13,000
15,000
4,500

12,545
250,000

7,135,105
3.08% of budget

Transportation
BOCES Bus Maintenance 

SUBTOTAL

2015-2016 
Budget

 
653,588
180,000

833,588

Student Transportation
2016-2017 
Proposed

645,878
180,000

825,878

11.19% of budget

School Construction Bonds
School Bus Bonds
Energy Performance Contract
Revenue Anticipation Note

SUBTOTAL

2015-2016 
Budget

 
2,585,282

251,937
269,700
15,000

3,121,919

Debt Service
2016-2017 
Proposed

2,480,400
251,350
268,000

-

2,999,750

5.55% of budget

Custodial Services
Maintenance Expenses

SUBTOTAL

2015-2016 
Budget

 
1,206,196

139,888

1,346,084

Operations and Maintenance
2016-2017 
Proposed

1,265,260
221,382

1,486,642

0.19% of budget

School Food Service
Special Education/Summer School

SUBTOTAL

2015-2016 
Budget

 
  7,000 
30,000

37,000

Interfund Transfers
2016-2017 
Proposed

10,000 
40,000

50,000

    TOTAL PROPOSED BUDGET 
 

2015-2016 Budget:   26,123,699      
2016-2017 Proposed: 26,800,804

Proposed 2016-2017 

Breakdown of Expenditures
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The Decision to Decrease Taxes

For the past four years, the New York State Tax Cap has 
determined, to a large degree, the amount of revenue 
that can be requested from taxpayers. It is a complex, 
eight step calculation process based on several local 
economic factors including the local Consumer Price 
Index and a tax base growth factor.

An amount larger than the calculated cap requires a 60% 
voter approval. With the GEA restoration in eff ect, Clinton 
voters are being asked to approve the calculated amount. 

It is important to remember that the tax cap law only 
determines how much voter support is needed to pass 
a budget and does not determine individual tax bills. 
There are several factors that dictate how an individual’s 
school tax bill is calculated including changes in 
property values, equalization rates (determined by New 
York state), STAR and other exclusions that individual 
tax payers may qualify for. Because the district is staying 
under the maximum allowable tax levy limit, tax payers 
who meet income and residency requirements of the 
STAR program will be eligible for a tax rebate. 

What the GEA Restoration Allows

Program Enhancements and Investments:

 •  Projected elementary and middle school class   
  size reductions

 •  Elementary school math academic intervention teacher.

 •  Additional elementary school art support

 •  Creation of additional orchestra; recovers missed   
  core instruction for 6th graders

 •  Additional computer technical support

 •  Improved off erings in the middle and high schools in  
  pre-engineering and technology

 •  Project Lead the Way materials and equipment

 •  Increased support in areas of social work and counseling

Establishment of a Capital 
Reserve Fund

A separate proposition will be placed on the May 17 ballot 
seeking voter approval to establish a Capital Reserve 
Fund to be used to address future construction projects, 
renovations and repairs within the district. The term of 
the Capital Reserve Fund is 10 years with a maximum 
funding of $5 million dollars.

The Capital Reserve Fund is a separate account and 
will be funded by unappropriated fund balance 
(budgetary savings), budgetary appropriations and 
state aid reimbursement. There is no additional cost 
to taxpayers to establish and fund the capital reserve. 
The Capital Reserve Fund is established and spent 
only with voter approval for the specifi c purpose for 
which it was established. 

A Capital Reserve Fund will benefi t the district in 
funding our multi–year facilities plan to address capital 
needs, provide fi nancial stability and minimize the tax 
impact on future capital projects.

Off ering Opportunities
Representative Dana Morse traveled from New York City to 
work with students and teachers at a calculator workshop 
sponsored by Texas Instruments.
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Science Fairs
Both the elementary and middle schools enjoyed a high level of 
participation in their respective science fairs. 

Elementary principal Ellen Leuthauser reported that 
the elementary science fair was a great success with 251 
participants displaying 167 projects. Students were well 
prepared and articulate in their presentation. Teacher 
Assistant Nancy Lillibridge recruited volunteers from 
Kohl’s, which resulted 
in a donation of $500. 
Thank you to teacher/
advisors Sarah Hullar 
and Kelly Landry for 
organizing a wonderful 
event, the PTA, and to 
all who assisted.

A total of 82 science 
projects from 140 students in grades six through eight were 
judged by 20 people from several walks of life (professors, physics 
majors, biology majors, computer science, dairy farmer, and engineers.) 
Of those, 10 groups were nominated to participate in the 38th 
Annual Utica College Regional Science Fair held on April 2, 
competing at the junior level against many other top students 
from area districts. Congratulations to seventh graders Taylor 
Harvey and Sydney Evans whose project, Salty vs Sour vs Sweet, 
earned a Grand Championship prize! 

Thank you to Dr. Grimm, Mr. Carney, the middle school science 
teachers, parents, Mrs. King, the custodial staff , the students 
and PTA for their support and assistance.

Getting It Right
In a never-ending quest to align instruction with college and 
career expectations, several Clinton graduates were invited to 
return to CCS to meet with students, staff  and administrators 
in order to share in what areas their college preparation proved 
to be strong, and where it was lacking. On January 7, several 
graduates visited English 12 classes, fi elded questions from 
students, and met with faculty members to discuss their self-
assessment of college readiness. Most found time management 
to be most diffi  cult and felt unprepared for public speaking. 
They advised students to be active and pro-active in their 
decision making, and to put forth their best eff ort, even if they 
are not successful, because there is value in failure. 

Assessment and Intervention
Elementary staff  members have been working on developing 
a consistent means of diagnosing student needs in reading 
and writing by using the combination of the Fountas & Pinnell 
Benchmark Assessment System, funded by the Hamilton 
College Town Gown Fund, to determine student needs, 
and Leveled Literacy Intervention, funded by the Clinton 
Central School District Foundation, to off er solutions. The 
implementation of a new program, What I Need Now or 
WINN, provides additional support for ALL students to learn 
at higher levels. The instructional group off erings range from 
remediation to enrichment, which begin with collaborative 
teams of teachers meeting weekly to:

 • Clarify essential knowledge, skills and dispositions
 • Develop common pacing guides or curriculum maps 
 • Create common formative assessments
 • Establish a common standard of profi ciency
 • Use common assessment results to identify students who need
 additional time and support and to inform and improve 
 teacher practice

The teachers deliver fi rst best instruction each day. They then 
diagnose the needs of the students and designate a daily 
block of time for intervention and enrichment during the 
instructional day that does not remove students from new 
direct instruction. Classroom teachers, resource specialists 
and other support staff  work together to provide extra time 
and support for fl exible groups of students identifi ed for 
intervention, extension, and enrichment.

Pursuing the Vision
Mission

Clinton Central School proudly educates and empowers students to realize their potential and become thoughtful, 
contributing members of society.

Vision
Our students are prepared through engaging, meaningful and challenging learning opportunities delivered by 

motivated and inspired professionals, and supported through collaborative partnerships with family, businesses, 
civic organizations, and institutions of higher education.



8 Clinton Central School District

Chemistry Teacher Honored

The Outstanding Undergraduate Scholar award ceremony 
was held at the Rochester Institute of Technology on April 
16. Colleen Lawlor, CCS Class of 2011, was conferred with 
the title for being in the top 1% of RIT students. She was 
also able to nominate a teacher who greatly infl uenced her.

Meredith Callaghan, nominated by Ms. Lawlor, was one of 55 
teachers honored alongside their former students. Colleen had 
this to say: “Mrs. Callaghan always said that it is easier for 
students to remember things the second time they are taught. 
For this reason, she introduced content beyond Regents or AP 
requirements, so that we would be familiar with it when we 
learned it in college. This was extremely valuable to me in my 
fi rst year at RIT, because much of the content I learned in my 
chemistry classes was simply an elaboration of material that 
she had already presented. She is a very talented teacher.”

Christopher Schauerman, RIT research scientist and Director 
of the Batt ery Prototyping Center said this about Colleen: 
“I have mentored numerous undergraduate students and 
Colleen is certainly one of the best with whom I have had 
the good fortune to 
work. Colleen serves 
as a shining example of 
what it means to be an 
undergraduate researcher. 
She has demonstrated 
PhD level laboratory 
skills and critical thinking. 
Colleen is well prepared 
for whatever she does 
beyond RIT.”

From RIT, Colleen will 
receive a B.S. in Chemical 
Engineering. She is a 
member of the Honors 
Program and is a recipient 
of the RIT Presidential 
Scholarship and the Nathaniel Rochester Society Scholarship. 
Colleen completed co-ops at Keurig Green Mountain, the RIT 
NanoPower Research Labs, and the New York State Pollution 
Prevention Institute. She is the author of a published paper 
on eff ects of chemical codopants on nanotubes and has 
presented her work at the American Institute for Chemical 
Engineers (AIChE) Annual Meeting. Colleen will pursue a 
doctoral degree at Cornell aft er graduation.

Colleen credits Mrs. Callaghan for laying the foundation of 
her success.

Corning Museum of Glass
On March 31, chemistry students visited the Corning 
Museum of Glass. Volunteer docents guided students 
and chaperones through glass making and breaking 
demonstrations. Students received instruction on the history 
and chemical applications of glass, and were allowed time for 
browsing and shopping. It was a fantastic day and learning 
opportunity for all.

Clinton Students Shine at 

15th Annual MV Tech Showcase

On March 10, Clinton 
students took part in an area-
wide competition against 
more than 400 students 
in a variety of technology 
education challenges.  
Middle school challenges 
included Junkyard Wars, 
where students were 
tasked with producing a 
“Rube Goldberg” machine 
out of left over junk, and 
Sumo Bots, which required 
building and programing 
a robot to autonomously 
wrestle another out of a 
three-foot ring. High school students entered into a CAD 
competition where they were given two hours to design a 
multi-purpose phone dock using Autodesk Inventor. High 
school art students showcased their talents by displaying 
their work in a digital photography competition. Clinton 
had a very successful day, taking home a 1st place, and 
three 3rd place wins in these events! Great job!

Participants included David Wallace, Adam Koren, Tyler 
Frank, Silja Koehn, Joey DeTraglia, Nick Gale, Mike Halick, 
Andrew Gadziala, Matt  Gadziala and Tyler Perkins.
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Makerspace is a middle school program that meets once a 
month aft er school in the secondary media center. The “space” 
is stocked with all sorts of items to inspire independent 
creativity such as litt le bits electrical components, LEGOS, 
origami, duct tape, knitt ing, sewing and painting. Students 
are encouraged to choose hands-on, self-directed activities 
without the infl uence of competition or grading. Mrs. 
Zaleski, library media specialist, is there to help students 
when needed. A small, but faithful group of students att end 
regularly, but with a recent increase in interest, the group 
hopes to meet an additional day each month.

MakerspaceOn March 15, Clinton 
residents were treated to an 
art show held at the Artisans’ 
Corner that continued 
throughout the month. Many 
thanks to Linda McHarris 
for hosting the show and 
for her creative and tasteful 
display! Artwork was also 
available for viewing at the 
Clinton Post Office. The 
displays were in honor of 
Youth Art Month.

Youth Art Display at the Artisans Corner

The district’s valuable partnership with the PTA 
provides an essential link between school and 
home, and off ers additional opportunities to 
students, parents and community members. 

The theme this year for the PTA Refl ections 
Program was “Let Your Imagination Fly.” CCS 
students submitt ed 2 music, 5 literature, 27 
photography and 44 visual arts entries. The works 
of students who placed fi rst and second in each 
category were sent on for further competition to 
the Regional PTA Refl ections program. 

PTA Refl ections Program 
Winners Announced

PTA Refl ections winners were recognized at the Board of 
Education meeting held on March 8. 

Student Placements

Music
Intermediate (Grades 3-5)
 1. Noah Daley-Bruni

Middle School (Grades 6-8)
 1. Lizzy Wratten

High School (Grades 9-12)
 1. Joe Weider

Visual Arts
Primary (Grades K-2)
 1. Ella Kelly
 2. Gemma Spadea
 3. Parker White
 Honorable Mention: 
 Ryder Stilz

Intermediate (Grades 3-5)
 1. Maya Gilmore
 2. Darcy Head
 3. Clara Kelly
 Honorable Mention: 
 Mistee Eldevek-LaCotera

Middle School (Grades 6-8)
 1. Bozhena Samoshuk
 2. Noelle Pape
 3. Andrew Wieder
 Honorable Mention:
 Olivia Fay

High School (Grades 9-12)
 1. Tatiyana Brown

Literature
Primary (Grades K-2)
 1. Alice Gaetano

Intermediate (Grades 3-5)
 1. Kelsey Smith
 2. Lydia Detraglia
 3. Sarah Peck

Middle School (Grades 6-8)
 1. Jacob Lewis

Photography
Primary (Grades K-2)
 1. Andrew Bashant
 2. Zoe Schermehorn

Intermediate (Grades 3-5)
 1. Darcy Head
 2. Eva Gaetano
 3. Eden Knight
 Honorable Mention: 
 Lydia Murray 

Middle School (Grades 6-8)
 1. Joey DeTraglia

High School (Grades 9-12)
 1. Silja Koehn
 2. Sarah Zeina
 3. Kianna Slater
 Honorable Mention:
 Amanda Barrett
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New Record Board
Funded by the Sports Boosters, under the leadership 
of Laura Fuller and Sue Foxton, the electronic record 
board in the high school gym atrium allows the display 
of student athletic accomplishments.

Athletics

Coach Ziemba "With Us Always"

The annual coaches vs. cancer game took place on February 6, 
with a special dedication to the late Thad Ziemba, long-time 
volunteer coach for the girls’ basketball team. A vacant team 
chair with the inscription "With Us Always" will remain in 
the gym at girls’ varsity games from now on.

Highlights

Indoor Track
Aneesa Lewis (shot put) and Avery Crosley (pole vault) both 
won individual Section III Class B Championships in their 
respective events.  They were also selected as members of the 
All-CNY Indoor Track team by the Syracuse Post-Standard. 

Avery Crosley and Gabrielle Dewhurst were named WKTV 
“Athletes of the Week.” Both were also named CSC Field and 
Track MVPs for the season respectively. CCS girls comprised 
50% of the 11 school Center State Conference 1st all-star team 
and CCS boys comprised 37% of the league's 1st all-stars.

Bowling
Congratulations to Section III Girls Champions / State 
Qualifi er, Megan Doris.

Volleyball 
Varsity volleyball enjoyed a 14-4 record, qualifying for 
sectionals for the fi rst time in 21 years. The Senior All Star 
Game included Riley Arsenault, Maggie Shaw and 
Morgan Cahill.

Boys & Girls Hockey
Eliminated in fi rst round of sectionals.

Connecting with  the Community
The CCS Girls JV & Varsity Lacrosse teams volunteered 
at the Clinton Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast that was held 
at the VFW on April 9. Thank you for your service!

SCHOLAR ATHLETES
The Athletic Department has announced that the 
following teams qualifi ed as NYSPHSAA winter scholar 
athletes, requiring a team average GPA of at least 90%:

Winter scholar athletic teams include:

 Girls Indoor Track  94
 Boys Indoor Track  92
 Girls Basketball  92.3
 Girls Volleyball  90.2
 Girls Hockey  95.2

NINE CCS SCHOOL RECORDS 
WERE SET THIS SEASON

Gabrielle Dewhurst (who made states in XC) has 

broken four- 500m, 800m, 1000m & 1500m;

Eva Borton (who also made it to states in XC) 

broke the 3000 record;

Aneesa Lewis broke the 20 pound weight record;

Kristina Gudnaya broke the 45m dash record;

Avery Crosley broke the Pole Vault record;

Nick Kowalczyk broke the 45m dash record;

Six school relay records were also broken this year.
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Mighty Milers
Mighty Milers is a program for kids of all fi tness levels 
from pre-kindergarten through eighth grade designed 
to motivate physical activity, and prevent obesity and 
illness. Participation in Mighty Milers helps students 
learn to make and reach personal goals. Over the course 
of a program cycle, Mighty Milers set goals to run 
and/or walk a chosen distance and are rewarded for 
reaching milestones along the way. The Mighty Milers 
program in the Elementary School is supervised by PE 
teachers Heather Hillage-Scribner and Tom Trevisani.

Girls Hockey– Year One
In celebration of a successful first 
year for the Clinton Regional Girls 
Varsity Hockey Team, the Sports 
Boosters donated a jersey signed 
by all the players displayed with 
the puck that was dropped at the 
initial game. Pictured are Coach 
Nicole Ruddy, Assistant Coaches 
John Hughes and Tom Owens, 
Superintendent Steve Grimm and 
Sports Booster Scott Hughes.

Headed to Flint, MI
Middle school students accepted donations of bott led 
water during their February dance. The collection 
yielded 1,900 bott les and 20 jugs of water. Partner station 
WIBX 950 shipped the water to Flint, MI, on the students' 
behalf. Thank you to the students and to everyone who 
supported this eff ort.
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Upstanders
Middle school “Upstanders” were recognized at the Board 
of Education meeting on February 9. These students were 
nominated by teachers and students for creating a culture of 
kindness by helping to diff use diffi  cult situations.

Students at Wellin Hall
A number of elementary students enjoyed the opportunity of 
a half day of supervised activities at Wellin Museum on the 
Hamilton College campus during the aft ernoon of February 
12 while instructional staff  was engaged in staff  development. 

Rachel’s Warriors
Rachel’s Warriors have been busy during this school year. 
The group initiated a new scholarship opportunity for 
students in grades K-12. This award, the Santoli Scholarship 
for Kindness, has been awarded to six students so far: 
Charlott e Jones and Lizzy Diamond (high school), Shayla 
Pominville and Chloe Eldevik-Lacotera (middle school) and 
Joey Gogola and Clair Mihm (elementary school). Students 
have been nominated by teachers for performing acts 
of kindness and promoting positive change within the 
CCS community. One nominee each month is chosen to 
represent their building and receive $50 to use toward a 
service project of his or her choice. 

The award is named for Mr. Frank A. Santoli, who taught 
science at Clinton Middle School from 1968-1986. He was 
beloved by his students and inspirational to many. Mr. 
Santoli believed in celebrating his students’ passions and in 
changing his community and world through small, genuine 
acts of kindness. Aft er his passing in 2014, his family 
wanted to validate, in some meaningful way, Mr. Santoli’s 
legacy. His wife, Genevieve Santoli was inspired not only 
by the anecdotes of her husband’s former students, but also 
by ALS patient Chris Rosati, and his belief in the butt erfl y 
eff ect: “The butt erfl y eff ect is this idea that a single butt erfl y 
fl apping its wings on one side of the globe can, in theory, 
start a hurricane on the other. It’s a physics concept.” When 
she read of Rachel’s Warriors, the group’s objective to foster 
positive community change seemed a perfect platform to 
honor his memory. Together, they created a scholarship 
to encourage, recognize and honor acts of kindness, 
compassion and generosity among all Clinton students 
with the hope of teaching the impact of the butt erfl y eff ect 
through paying acts of kindness forward. Utilizing her 
award, Charlott e Jones led members of Rachel’s Warriors 
on a visit to the Country Pantry where students volunteered 
their time. It was a very rewarding experience for all. 

Rachel’s Warriors middle and high school members 
recently came together to honor the memory of CCS student 
Will Coleman who passed away earlier this year. A fundraiser 
held at a local restaurant, 8 Fresh, raised money for the 
purpose of creating a scholarship in Will’s name. A student 
band, “Goats on Wheels,” played from 5-7 p.m.

Trash Can Film Festival

In an eff ort to promote and educate youth and the 
community on reducing, reusing and recycling, the Oneida-
Herkimer Solid Waste Authority asked area students to 
create an original short fi lm for the fi ft h annual Trash Can 
Film Festival. Middle school students were awarded the 
fi rst place prize!

The video can be viewed at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9ueBJ0YzsY
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So Far, So Good

Students in Mrs. Gaetano’s seventh grade ELA class 
interviewed middle school teachers who were new to the 
district this year:

Interview with Ms. Mastracco by Nicolas Fostini

Ms. Mastracco’s desire to become a teacher began when she 
was a young child.  She used to line up her stuff ed animals 
pretend to teach them. Much later, in her freshmen year in 
college, she found a loophole which allowed her to sneak 
into a classroom where she learned that teaching was right 
for her.  Ms. Mastracco is amazed at how well Clinton is 
treating her and she doesn’t feel at all like a fi rst year teacher.  
She loves her class sett ing and all of her students. She is 
very enthusiastic about continuing her career in Clinton.

Interview with Ms. Rys by Gwen Williams

Ms. Rys always wanted to be involved in the education 
fi eld. Her mom, a teacher herself, inspired her to take the 
path of teaching in the resource room. This choice proved to 
be the right decision. An experienced teacher, Ms. Rys can 
support students academically and be involved in athletics 
by coaching kids in fi eld hockey. Working as the 7th 
grade resource room teacher, she noticed that it was very 
welcoming because the teachers in the middle school made 
it easy to sett le in. Clinton Middle School is very lucky to 
have Ms. Rys on their staff ! 

Interview with Ms. Smith by Molly Dennison 
    
Ms. Smith didn’t grow up knowing that she wanted to be 
a teacher. In fact, she wanted to be an actress when she 
was younger. It wasn’t until her senior year in college that 
she realized that teaching was the direction she wanted to 
take. She realized this when she took a job directing a high 
school musical. Ms. Smith then thought that “teaching was 
more rewarding” than acting. Her sixth grade students 
have made her feel very welcome and that’s her favorite 
part about her fi rst year. She says that “they’re so smart and 
always make me laugh.” 

Interview with Ms. Schwarzkopf by Rebecah Bashant

Ms. Schwarzkopf always knew that she wanted to do 
something related to music. When she was in high school, 
she helped tutor elementary school students in music 
related things. She knew then that she really wanted to 
teach music. Her favorite thing about Clinton in her fi rst 
year here has defi nitely been the support for the school’s 
music and arts programs. She has found it to be truly 
amazing how much support the community, district, staff , 
and the students have for these wonderful programs.  It is a 
huge part of the school; it gives people great opportunities 
and everyone cares and supports it.

Jr. High All-County Orchestra
Several CCS students participated in the Jr. High All-county 
Festival held on March 18 and 19 at Proctor High School 
where they enjoyed the opportunity to join forces with area 
musicians under the baton of a guest conductor. Orchestra 
participants included Melina Korfonta, Juliana Heselton, 
Maddie Hearn, Mallory Wickline, Bart Hearn, Gaibrielle 
Lewis and Eva Borton. (Not pictured: Carter Hinderling)

Jazz Band Festival at New Hartford CSD.

Dr. Jason Silveira of Ithaca College directs 
CCS students at the Tri-band Festival.
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Olympics of the Visual Arts

On April 21, student teams from all three buildings 
traveled to Saratoga Springs to participate in the annual 
Olympics of the Visual Arts competition. Students were 
awarded as follows:

Sculpture: 1st Place 

Jessi Ingalls
Emily Brockway

Mark Lewis
Tatiyana Brown

Painting: 2nd Place

Erin Kirk
Kim Blum

Devon Firpo
Vanessa Di Lauro

Christina Klumbach
Fiona Quintana

Architecture: 3rd Place 
Jadon Ingalls 
Andrew Krom
Joe Pascucci

Preston Sperduto

Drawing: Participation Award

Bella Harrold
Rebecca Allen
Grace Collins

Alixis Williams

Illustration: Participation Award

Margaret Hewitt
Maddie Hearn

Sky Walter
Morgan Stephens
Victoria Villaverde

Mathletics
The High School Mathletics team placed third overall 
this year in a series of six competitions, the last of 
which was hosted by CCS. 

Mathcounts Team Places Second

Middle School Mathcounts team members Nick 
Gale, Peter & Mike Halick, Matt  Gadziala, Leah 
Borton, Jason Rivera and Karina Davis placed 
second in the Regional Mathcounts Competition 
on February 6 at MVCC. Four members traveled 
to Troy to compete at the state level on March 19.



 2016-2017 Budget Edition         15

2016-2017 NHS Inductees
On March 9, the following students were inducted into the 
National Honor Society: Amanda Barrett , Kelly Bowen, Faith 
Bower, Spencer Carr, Caitlin Cherpak, Drew Clarey, Benjamin 
Combs, Darby D’Angelo, Gabrielle Dewhurst, Jillian Femia, 
Fritz Gale, Laiken Hall, Joshua Houle, Sarah Hughes, 
Abigail Hyde, Charlott e Jones, Nick Koehler, Olivia Koren, 
Thomas Labayewski, Emily Landry, Mark Lewis, Hannah 
Mazor,Evan McCormick, Matt hew McHarris, Christopher 
Militello, Abigail Morgan, Emma Novak, Matt hew Orlando, 
Dominic Pascucci, Alexis Racioppa, Kehela Reeves, Emma 
Storey, Paul White, Ryan Wilcox and Erica Yox.

Congratulations to our Retirees  

We thank all of our retirees for their many years of service 
to the Clinton Central School District and community. 
Retiring at the end of the 2015-2016 school year are 
physical education teacher Christina Buschmann, 
elementary offi  ce secretary Wendy Karuzas, account 
clerk Jamie Madden and payroll clerk Diane Lupinski. 

We wish them all a very happy retirement!

The CCSD Foundation 
Hall of Distinction

The Hall of Distinction is designed to recognize and 
celebrate graduates and retirees of the school district 
for their accomplishments as well as to inspire current 
students to future success.
 
Graduates or retirees eligible for consideration will 
have exemplifi ed the school district’s educational 
philosophy throughout their lives. Candidates must 
have made an enduring contribution to society, have 
or had an outstanding professional career, and/or have 
demonstrated a high level of commitment to the school 
and community. Former students must have graduated 
no less than 12 years ago. Former staff  members must 
have been retired from the district for at least fi ve years.
 
Anyone may nominate either a graduate or retiree. 
To obtain a nomination form, please visit 
http://www.ccs.edu/Page/1291

Mark Your Calendar…
May 10
Meet the Candidates, 6:30 p.m.
Budget Hearing, 7:00 p.m., High School Cafeteria

May 12
Elementary Spring Concert, 7:00 p.m., Theatre

May 14
Junior Prom

May 17
Budget Vote, Noon-9:00 p.m., Theatre Lobby

May 19
National Jr. Honor Society Induction 
7:00 p.m., Theatre

May 25
High School Spring Concert, 7:00 p.m.

May 27 & 31 
Give Back Snow Days, No Classes

June 2
Middle School Spring Concert, 7:00 p.m., Theatre

June 8
Grade 12 Awards Ceremony, 6:00 p.m., Theatre

June 14
Elementary Flag Day Ceremony, 9:15 a.m.

June 15 
Grade 5 Awards Day, 10:00 a.m., Theatre

June 22 
Last Day of Classes

June 25 
Commencement, 10:00 a.m., Theatre
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High School Musical
High school musical production of “Footloose.”


